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at a trial of Godoy, for its revelations must necessarily dishonor the Queen. " Your Royal Highness/' he wrote, "has no other rights to the throne than those ^transmitted through your mother." Had the abdication been a free act or not? He would like to talk to Ferdinand as to whether or not it was forced by the riots of Aranjuez. His "Royal Highness" had behaved ill about his marriage, for he should not have acted without the Bang's knowledge, and every such approach to a foreign sovereign made by an heir apparent is a criminal act. If there had not been force at Aranjuez, there would be no difficulty in recognizing Ferdinand; moreover, a French marriage for him would be not merely advantageous to the Spaniards, but to the interest of the French.
The following day, April seventeenth,  orders were issued to Bessieres that if the prince should continue his journey there should be no interference; but if, however, he turned back toward Burgos, he was to be arrested and brought by force to Bayonne.    Ferdinand hesitated as he read the insults, promises, and compliments which made up Napoleon's letter.   His  Spanish  counselors advised a return; Savary laughed at such scruples, and was not only voluble in verbal commentaries on the ambiguous text, but profuse in promises.    On the twentieth Ferdinand VII of Spain, as his supporters called him, was at the gates of Bayonne.    He was received, not with royal honors, but by his own legates, the three grandees whom he had sent to Napoleon; and they told him with mournful accents that the Emperor with his own lips^ had declared that the  Bourbons  could no longer reign in Spain.   It was with dejected mien and shaky steps that the young monarch and  his  suite followed Duroc and Berthier to the wretched quarters provided for their residence.   The Empress was, through-